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2 CornnTH. Chap. 2. v. 1. 'The 
' farmer partof the verſe. 


For we are nit as many which corrupt , ( or as the 
Geneva Tranſlatiog:) deal deceirfully with the 
I \ bs 
; word of God. : 4 \ 


His Text will give me occaſion with: - 
out ſeeking it far or abroad to bring 
into view two very different profet- 
ſions 5 the' Merchants, and our (a- 
cred FunRion. They are both here 
© SY or rather the abuſes in them, expo- 

_ BD {ed to the eye, yet one ſtands but 
as the Metaphor to limn in more lively colours, 'the im- 
poſturages of the other. To ſecular Trade, all wiſh well . 
to the proſperity and managers of it, and whether we do 
ſoor no it is likely to thrive in the world , the Maſters 
and Wardens of it are ſo intent in the improvement, 
and have ſo many arts and wiles to drive it ony yet men 
complain (and they will ſo) of, great decay z I ſuppoſe - 
they mean they do not gather riches ſo faſt as they have 
a minde to do, and truly God, norany the beſt times 


can (atiate them in thoſe deſires, 
Az But 


(2) 

, But I know not how our ſpiritual profeſſion hath gor 
many. enemies, whether envy to.it, of flamterupon ir, or, 
which it is to be feared, our owir infirmities (for we 
have this treaſure but in earthen veſſels) have made ic 
much reproached, meanly thought of, ſtained, blaſted, 
\. wounded with evil nan z fiay ſome are come ſo far 

to malign it as to ſcruple our Mifſion, to cancel our Or- 
ders, to accuſe it of uſurpation, and making it (elfa pe- 
culiar and- arr incloſure - which they would have com- 
.mon , I wiſh I could ſay too that ſometimes eyen good 

mens mouths were not open'd againſt us, that we did not 
grieve and (ad even righteous and holy men; we had 
never more need of walking circumſpe&ly and warily, 
. never more need of preaching with ſincerity, or in our 
Apoſtles phraſe to ſpeak the truth in Chriſt and lienot, 
for many errours have been ſown in the ear firſt, which 
have fince taken root in the hearts, of men, S* Paul in 
my text intimates ſomething as if afl were notrighr,..a6 
not in his days, but that there were mixtures and daſh- 
ings in our ſpiritual wine, which he clears himſelf from, 
We are not as Many that corrupt, or dealdeveitfailly inthe 
word of God, ; The: \ |S es” 
Where you have firſt, an accuſation; Secondly, a vit- 
. dication, S* Paul accuſerh others, vindicates himſelf; he 
accuſeth , and ſo he may do in ſome. trivial matter ; No, 
itisnolightone, it is of corrupting; but it may be our of 
i19norance, or errour of judgement ; neither: it js pur- 
poſely, wilfully, arr cn; , for it is a cheat, corrupting 
and handling deceitfully : but perhaps then in ſome pet- 
ty merchandize ; not ſo neither : a deceit in a ſtaple com- 
moditie in which all Chriſtian ſouls have a ſhare, for it is 
- in the word of God, Againſt whom is this accuſation? 
not any ſingle perſon but many, a Corporation or Com- 
munity. 


(3) 


munity; wy that corrupt , or, handle the word of God de- 

cerifully., Ang: firſt of the accuſazion.,/;corrupting/.or 
dealing deceittulty; where we muſt fomewhar,take,notice 
of the metaphor to which the Apoſtiealludes,'Totrade 
and deceits therein; ' ſo that without a digreſſion- 1. 
might ſtep into. ſhops and warehouſes, where.chough i 
is gever (0 cynningly-and cloſely carried;,. jt is eafier-ro 
dere. traudthen retorm ic. I have as much an averſion 
from untolding or ruffling che'r goods as trom plundering 
them; yet.it Chriſtian advice could drive that devil of 
fraud our' thence, and (weep them.trom thoſe cobwebs 
and defilements of, deceit; perhaps trade might not have 
that curſe upon 44 3S.it. hath of decay , which, is. now the 
complaint, 1 come-not--to their dqors to reprove them, - 
bur-now feeing they. are: come {(0-near ours, they muſt 
not take it amiſs , ( for it is. no'arraigning of them 
nor of their commodities) though 1 puc taem in minde 
that it to'God we, muſt grye an, accoung, of, every idle -- 
word , then ſure. of every-lye thatſhallvſher-.in a deceag; 
of every geſture and hypocritical mine that melts the 
buyer to his great wrong.and injury, 'to ſtake an unreaſon- 
able price for good or any. thing at all for corrupt,mer- 
chandize, - 4015109, 0) 4721 dies! 

I know well that: trade conducerh;, much.to.:3he, pros -- 
ſperitie of a people, lintend no inveRtive .againſt.4l 
induſtrious oringenuous managers of it ; they are the ve- 
ry life , ſoul and Spirit of a nation, they ſerve not onely 
our neceſſities, but-pleafures, if not. wantonneſs, pride 
and luxury too ;, yet we may not denie them their juſt - 
nay honourable gains ,. ſuch no donbt have quick judge- 
ments and wiſe heads to ſee , Chriſtian hearts to lament, 
nay. warm wiſhes and deſires for the redreſs and retor- 
mation of ſuch ſordid A——_” grigyances , Which bave. 

| 3 


with 
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with much line(s infinuated into myſeries, ro the great 
deflouting- of-rhechafſtity ot commerce ahd debauchin g 
it- by--difltmaftation; lies and- arts of fatthood,-” 

' 1 mighe further” proſecure' this Diſcourſe , and per- 
. haps very ſeaſonably at this time, though inven- 
tions and deviſes in trade are roo Cunmng - and ma- 
ny for me to-take notice ot give any character of , 
ſcarce any "Craft amongſt - them but hath ' hidden 
things of diſhoneſty ; bur I ſhall winde off, for indeed 
our holy -Apoſtle doth but glance himſelf ar ir here, 
. and ſo much he doth, ( which is my warrant ) he ſuppo- 
ſerh thar worldly commerce hath the ſtain of 'guile upon 
it, ſabje& to be corrupted ,, and for us to deal deceirtutfy 
in; theſe being terms he borroweth from trade (to which 
deceit if jt muſt be ar all, T wiſhit were there confined ) 
. .but here out of a holy zeal, he reproves it ina more fa- 
cred merchandize where he found it was the moth thar 
fretted it, even the word of God by our deceirfully hand- 
- ling ir, ( And ſure if ever Divinitie learned their Arts 
it is much more fince the foreman-of the ſhop turned 
Preacher ) ſince heclaim'd ro ſo much learning as to cen- 
. fure Chinch Doctrine and Diſcipli® , fince cities by 
their wealth have ſo far governed the pulpit, as either to 
raiſe or abate Miniſters ſtipends and ſalaries, according as 
they ſhall pleaſe their fancies and footh their errours 
and fins, 

« It is not then the ſhop onely, bat the pulpit roo is ar- 
raioned of theſe deceits, And is not the Sanfuary free 
from them ? have they builded their neſts in her Tur- 
rets? Are not Gods Alrars nor ſacred Oratories exempt- 
ed from theſe holy cheats « Chriſt overthrew the Ta- 
bles and whipt the money Changers out of the Temple, 
bur did he Jeave this worſer filth to defile it? 1 _ 

COU 


C05) 
could make a further ſeatch-igro.ſecular Cheats ot retire, 
and indeed 1 muſt not.cover ot caſta veil upon our ſpiri- - 
exall corenages, though they muſt-needs-refle@ upon 
ſome of our Function, and bring them-upon the ſtage 
as very. Artificial and cunning-Tradets, it not Corrupt- 
ers and Abuſers of- holy Scripture ;- Scripture, the Ora- 
racles of the Holy Ghoſt, trath dehivered to us from in- - 
ſpired Prophets, ws Apoſtles, confirmed by miracles, 
water'd by the blond of Martyrs , preſerved to us in all 
the Combuſtions, Changes and Perfecutions of the world 
inyiolate : This is the. word which the holy Fathers of 
the Church ſpent their time and oy! in to explain, bor- 
rowing vacancies-evenfrom their vigils, Canonical houts, 
Embers; Faſtings, and other Penances, to meditate on 
the ſacred merchandize which with exquiſite pains they 
unfolded ,\ and aired (as-it were) with pious Homilies 
and Comments.thar rio peſtilent breath of hereſtes mighe 
polluce, nor exxours ruffle or ſully it, This merchandize:- 
the word , they: ſorted for divers Feſtivals, and with 
diſtin& portions 6f it celebrated them, fitted and adjuſt- 
ed to inniverfary Cemmemorations of our Saviour , the 
Blefled Virgin, and other Saints and Martyrs, This is 
the word in which are treaſured up the moſt ſacred Mer- 
chandize that the world can or ever will ſhew : Nothing 
in it carnal , rich promiſes, oyl of gladneſs , the Cove- 
nant of grace, ſeals of pardon, Gracious offers , ſharp re- 
proofs, wholſome counſels , $* Mary Magdalens, S* Pe- - 
ters and other penitents-tears , the blond of our Saviour, 
indeed what not? Andif the Arheift , nor much more . 
the h te beleeves it not, (for the wantonnefs of wir, 
Drolleries and ſcoffs of the one , 2nd Phariſaical quoting 
of it by the other , eſpecially when he is ro-ſ{erve his 
worldly intereſt by oftentation of godlineſfs, _— evi- 
ences 
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5188510 werttQy ddnet):; get chenwortigfhlhl the ſame; 
ati frigmayeriteGlfy; majeſty, ; rerdure and beauty; 
theſe drenchr in pleatyres -and, 'feaſuality are-too mtan 
and deſpicableto 1ntice ſober Chriſtians minds from (0 
lolid; joundavians ; and excellent ſtructures of: piety:, bur 
chat they vilh S:bq\ready/10/ Rye thei yery:louls 
tor the yetity: of itz and Zavern Jatlives znd'convga- 
tions by-its holy precepts, laws and injunRtions, - --* | >; 1 
- Indeed the danger is ſomewhat more , and-looks like a 
yictarious wiſchzet, though the word it (elt can never be 
toiled. [or norſted 1; being: ahincormuptible' feed, which 
preſeryesin:i6 ſelf a pure and chaſte ſenſe, which neither 
.. Angel,Devil,” or -any;cteature can pervert, yet , when 

{ome men, that are fer apart and dedicated to holy mini- 
{trations , ;who beſides the dignity of their Calling , may 
have (ome:yarniſhupon them of-ſtritneſs 3nd.zealto ſer 
. them off with the Vulgar (juſt; as in !trages they that 
would deceive to the -ucmoſt advantage ;, affect ro-bave 
the repute at leaſt of conſcientions men above others ih 
. their dealing ) ſhall with a daring confidence, nail an in- 
terpretation upon the, holy Scripture'z) thet-wharfoever 
they | hold forth is with many the very word of God 'ir 
ſelt, the milk of the Word » The Bread of lite,' though 
never ſo unlike the candour, whiteneſs, and innocency of 
one or the other, And this gaudy ſhew of preciſenels, 
ſgmeximes with heat and paſion-againſt authorized De- 
cencies jn religion; or. ſhe touches wherewith we beſmear 
_any eſtabliſhed Order-in the worſhip of God , with the 
odious' Title of Stinting or quenching the Spirit, or of 
Superſtition,(for which we have taken our meaſure before 
.of the, Yulgar,. whoae of the Combination:,) This zeal 
catngtbutayin us the repute of godly, conſcientious, (cru- 
— men,and when we have once {q builded our 


fame 


(7) 
fame upon the premiſes, how faſt do we climb to ſuch an 
eſt:marion, that our perſons are had in admiration,ſo that < : 
we may then.daime the whole trade of the pulpit, vend ©& <14&” 
all ſorts of ware, good or bad , for people come to the 
Sanctuary reſolved to take them off our hands at any 
price, and never to examine the goodneſs, (olidity, Scti- 
ptural worth or Textual Argumentation for them, 

I ſhall not denie ( which we have learned from my- 
ſeries and crafts too ) we pur off good and bal merchan- 
dize together ) as one helps off the other in ſhops, The -. 
great and ſolemn Myſteries of Chriſts Incarnation , his 
Crucifixion, Death, ReſurreR.on, are expoſed ſome- 
times to our view and our memories rub d with them, 

( and yer perhaps not neither at their proper Feſtivals ) 
to vend theſe they need nodark ſhops nor falſe lights, 
theſe are db , rich, indubitable verities 
which we all adore, and to which all our faiths ſtoop and 
bow z it may be goo when they are in the frolick , they - 
make,though not very quick bur duller and cold exhorta- 
cions to charity , and ſome few other Chriſtian Graces : 
men perhaps that have ſometimes ſmart touches againſt . 
drunkenneſs, ſwearing, uncleanneſs, and we could wiſh 
they had had that good (ucceſs of their lungs , pains and 
menacing hell fire tothem as to have ſtruck the guilcy 
into bluſhes, horrour, repentance and amendment , bur - 
they have a concealing art againſt fins of as deep and 
crimſon a dye, ſuch as they beleeve will not be cheap'ned 
or bought up by their Great maſters , or they reſerve 
them for other Martsy if they have any minde at all to 
vend —_ yo winde - and _ not =_ Soo - 
ledge, lying, forſwearing, cheating, , hypocrifte,. glutto- 
ny, covetouſneſs which is idolatry , ſchilm and difobedi- 
ence ; theſe are wares RL let lie opon their 


(83) 


hands, then anger the lie and cunning patrons of them 
and beſides, they have their wreſted and forced Do- 
Arines, their rackt wines, either ſowrygexmade liquours, 
ſtained, courſe, ill dyed, thrummed wares, ſtuffs ( as it 
were) purpoſely dreſt and pertum'd for popular Audito- 
ries; for that is another art and $kill in commerce to 
know when and to whom we vend one or the other : 
. for all people are not ea(te alike to be beguiled: it is to 
the unskiltul Buyer we conceal our beſt, and expoſe our 
. .worſt to ſale, To ſpeak plainer, It muſt be granted if 
any where, that wildom 1s requiſite in our calling, to 
know to whom we preach ; for unleſs we watch oppor- 
tunities to diſcover the ſeveral neceflities, tempers , and 
wants of men, how to urge them , or forbearz to make 
our aflaults, or to retire ; they will ſcarce be ever our 
.crown of rejoycing in the day of the Lord: fo if we be 
otherwiſe bent to nowiſh fin, luſts, or corruption in 
them ( as both are much in our power by the Miniſtra- 
tion committed tp us) we can never do that ſo com- 
pletely, artificially, and crafts-men like , as when we ſpie 
out their inclinations , and accordingly vend them incen- 
tives and provoking drugs, dreſs our Ambuſhes, and oyl 
our words z. theſe advancements and proficiencies ſome of 
us have made, even to the endangering of our own and 
other mens ſouls by borrowed Arts from worldly Trades, 
which ſupply me with one more by which they work de- 
ceits and cozenages, that is, they have ordinarily falſe 
weights and mealures which differ trom the common and 
approved ſtandard. - : 

+ And it is as certain when ſome of us with weights and 
meaſures of our own, careleſs of the Churches ard, 
which is the eſtabliſhed Doduine in her Confeſſion of 
faith; and Articles of Religion ; by-which we ſhould mere 
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(9) 
out the word to the people in our ſenſing and interpre- 
ting it, ſhall parcel out Scripture , and fo vend it as it - 
were by retail, and not in groſs, without a due regard 
to the whole ſcain, intireneſs, harmony and unity , or to 
what the rich and full ſenſe of one piece may ſupply to 
to the ſhort conciſene(s and ſeeming vacuity of the 0- 
ther, how eafily may we err and be deceived , and if any -- 
temptations lie in our way, ( as very oft they do ) eſpe- 
cially of profit or popularity , deceive others, and per- 
haps, which is the height oft the accuſation in the texr, 
purpoſely and maliciouſly roo, When we once lay afide . 
that ſtandard , the Churches expoſition , upon which 
God hath ſer ſo remarkably in all ages his arms, ingra- 
ven his motto and name, it is verily to be beleeved, 
at leaſt it is ſuſpicious, when we yeeld the balance to our 
own wit, underſtandings, fancies and inventions to hold ir, 
that though it may go even to the eyes of men, yer 
there may be too, (as it often happens) more cunning 
then innocency in the hand that direRs1t : (o needfull itis - 
for us to hear, for the conduct and ſafety of ſouls to obey, 
and beſt too for the peace and unity of Chriſtians , is . 
the Churches skill, ſincerity, uprightneſs and authority, 
that iwe can with no hands better truſt theſe weights and 
meaſures, the beam of the SanRuary it ſelf, her ba- 
lance and ſcale, who may and no doubt will preſerve its 
ſteadineſs, conſtancy and evenneſs, and is the moſt un- 
likely to beguile, deceive, or delude us, 

And this is a truth that experience hath taught us, thar - - 
when people make light of the Churches doctrine, and 
are fond of new diſguilings and interpretations of holy 
Seripture , the Prieſt ſhall eaſily comply with that hu- 
mour , nay by infinuations and hintings to them much 
cheriſh itz for he is under no trivial temptations to = 
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{oz hecannot but foreſee the Mart he may open for all 
<qmers to reſort to; _—_ paſſions are ſer on work ber 
ſides pride which tickles him with the conceit of grear 
abilities in himſelf to deceive; which confinements to 
an authorized ſenſe of the word reſtrains him from, and 
which, latitude and freedom cannot but gratifie him in, 
eſpecially having felt the pulſe of this age, diſtemper'd ' 
and bearing high with feavers, and new diſeaſes of retra; 
Rorine(s to Catholick Dofrine and wholſome words, 
. and indeed with great inclinations and longings for fecu- 
lent gloſſings upan the diftates of the holy Spirit , and 
divine and celeſtial verities: but now being maſter. of 
the mint, which is in his eye, it cannot bur be a gainfull 
 . office to him , for the Scripture will be a rich Bullion to 
coin what do@trines he ſhall pleaſe our of it, and then rg 
imprint or ſtarpp what gay and holy names. he ſhall think 
good upon it, Indeed we, ſhould be, workmen thax neey 
. not be aſhamed, yet though our pains is in the word, whic 
is the fineſt Gold,we can mix much droſs of our own fancy 
with it, ſo that the ear-rings which we make out of it 
for the people ,. and veſlels which we,frame tor the Al- 
tar and SanRuary ſervice are too too oft of a mean and 
. baſer metall, We trade in the moſt holy of Grains, the 
ſacred Text , bur it is ſoill threſhed out and winnowed 
by ſome of us, that. the yiſe buyer is loath to cheapen it, 
ſojll it will ſerve for holy uſes, or bread of life, 

. It is not long ſince ( though I hope we are now re- 
conciled to a greater ſobriety, and primitive truth) that 
the Word, the Scripture , and its pure ſtreams, were fa- 
thomed, plummed, ſearched every bed, every corner of 
it, every grain and ſand of it to the leaſt ſcruple weighed, 
to exauthorize the Hierarchy, and to ſhutfle, into the 
Church an Apocryphal Ordination, & 

T his 
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' This Word that teacherh us exactly from whoſe hands -- 
we. muſt receive 'our holy Orders, without which we 
ſhould nor dare to. miniſter in holy. things z yet hath this 
been ſhamefully wreſted to decry all ſolemn Deſignment 
of perſons to holy offices, and to level. the Fun&ion 
with the very loom, Theſe brave and gallant-attempts 
have been made upon our Profeſſion , not by filings or 
waſhings of ſome ſcattered pieces or medals of holy Scri- 
pture, but by melting down the whole Plate ,, the ſacred 
Text, every dram of. it, 

This Word that allows no protection , no patents for £. 
committing any evil , no though good may come of itz 
yet have ſome culd examples our of it, and (o have up- 
on occaſion limned them out as handſome beauriful pie- 
ces nat onely to look upon, but for imitation ;, as of Phi- 
nees., Samſon, Ehud and Elias : and ſeeing theſe drawn 
with colours laid in oyl in the Scripture, that preſerves 
them yer freſh ; ſome will not know, but that they may 
copy them out : but ſure we muſt not ſpeak wickedly for - 
God, nor talk deceitflly tar -him ; for ſhould now any 
be ſo furiouſly bold beyond any moderate zeal , to tread 
the.ſtage as they did, and innocently might do, by ſome 
heroical As, which are not our meaſure :. they-muſt be 
ſure to hayethe ſame licence, commiſſion and anointings, 
the ſame (pixitual dreſs and attire z even Elias bis mantle 
r00, which they can never for all their pretenſions and il- 
luminations wear or gird about them, 

This is the Word , {o ſtri& in precepts, ſo ſevere in - 
menaces againſt diſobedience to them whom God hath 
ſer over us : this, holy Cagon of Scripture, this ſacred 
Foreſt, in which from the talleſt Cedar to the loweſt 
ſhrub, is nothing but ſhade and proteRion. for Prin« 
ces and Governours to preſerve their Crowns and digni- 
B 3 ties 
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ties from winds and ſtorms, the rude violence of ſub- 
- jets, nothing bur ſap and oyl to anoint their perſons and 
to ſacre them: yet have ſome malicious wits teld-timber 
from it, unbark'd, hew'd, hackt and expoſed it to ſale 
.- for fuel to kindle (editions, to put kingdoms into com- 
buſtions, to frame new Common wealths, to ereR 
Judgemeat-ſeats for arraignment, Bars for Princes to 
plead at ; nay to build ſcaffolds and ſtages, and then to 
dye them with Royal bloud. 

T his is the Word wherein as in a glaſs we may ſee 
our own deformities, and we that hold our this glais to 
the people , ſhould not make it ſo dim with our breath- 
.ing upon it , we ſhould fo (et it before them , that is (© 
—— expound the Word , that men may well ſee 
and view their many imperfections, frailties and infirmi- 
ties, by which they have contracted paleneſs and wan- 
-. neſs, much guilt and ſin ; whereas ſome of us do ſo cun- 
ningly hold it, that they can ſpie in themſelves nothing 
but beauty, comelineſs, and excellent features, that the 
are the children of Grace: when had this glaſs been wit 
leſsart and more innocency placed before them , not up- 
on a hollow vaulted and inclining wall, bending to par- 
ries, factions, and adherencies they might have ſeen ma- 
ny ſpots and blemiſhes in their lives which they daily 
{port in, and converſe with, as new and freſh gueſts; yea 
- and ſome wrinckles and farrows too, Cuſtomary, aged 
fins which have long lodged and houſed in them , this 
artificial and dexterous repreſenting to men their condi- 
tion and ſtate, indeed ſoothing and flattering them with 
the gay title of Saints and godly parties , whil'ſt they ſee 
their faces in a crackt glaſs by the divided word, or in 
- the whole glaſs expoſed to them by ſome falſe light, in 
which they ſhew them unheard of marks and _—_— 
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of grace inthem,yet ſeals rothem of their election; which 
if the word were but truly, and without deceit applyed 
to them , would perhaps make them ſoon renounce and 
break in pieces ſuch counterfeit ſeals of adoption, and 
by all Chriſtian endeavour and a holy care even to re- 
pent of thoſe graces, and call for more true and ho- 
ly to waſh- them out, And this is ſo dangerous 
beſides a deceittull handling of the worl , j even 
to their ſouls, to whom they preſent this kind- 
neſs of Saintſhip ſo unwarrantably. as they do, that 
by this means, they keep them perpetually warm 
with con-eits of 1 know not what purity, that they 
ſeldom but content themſelves with that, which they are 
aſlured from their Preachers gives them a title to eternal 
life and bleſledneſs, 

Thus theſe Drainers of holy Writ , ( for they quote - 
it much ) by opening ſuch wide fluces- to ſome do» 
Qrines, have dryed up the ſtreams, that'is, made as ir 
were uſeleſs the precepts that ſhould feed a holy lite, to 
the impovyeriſhing of the Chriſtian Common- wealth, 
and making us bankrupts. of graces: a deceit and co- 
zenage ſo prejudicial to our holy Commerce, that 
we cannot but look upon them as great betrayers of 
the. profit, treaſure and wealth of good ſouls, and 
will one day anfwer for bringing into this Mart ſuch 
wares as cannot but be forfeited, as no way vendible 
to ſober and well-minded Chriſtians, Burt it is leſs - 
to be wondred at that men content themſelves with 
ſo few graces and good works to go to heaven with; 
even without puritying their lives and converſations , 
when by ſome of our Scripture-drivers they are afſu- 
red of eternal life and ſonſhip upon anocher account , 
which no vitiouſneſs or licentiouſneſs can reverſe, " 
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vood life can further, nor ill led life can cancel ; and fo 
without any further purſuit of 'true pietie and holj- 
nels -indeed , make a ſtand there, never ſeeing the 
. errour they are ſoothed into z - which is perhaps em- 
bracing” filthy luſts, as ſpiritual pride and ſchiſm, for 
graces, and going away in triumph with theſe ; ne- 
ver looking back to repentance, humilitie , or god- 
ly ſorrow (which we may well ſuppoſe was never 
caught-chem) for they were ingaged in thoſe' fins 
nader the ſpecious Titles of Vertues and Godlineſs , 
are miſerably in the way to deſtrution , which theſe 
preachers have paved for them with wreſted and abu- 
ſed Scripture, | 

. This Word is preciſe in all rules of holineſs and 
auſterities of life, mortification, ſelt-denyall, raking up 
' the Croſs : yet have ſome trimmers up of more generous 

Doctrine {moothed and kembed theſe texts to the 
oreat ſatisfa@tion of the looſer ,” joviall and more ſan- 
guine Chriſtian, either 'by leſsning the weight uf theſe 
InjunRions , or urging- ſomething in favour of them , 
who have altogether diſpenſed with themſelves for 
ſuch ſeverities; if nor by ſcoffs, taunts and cenſure 
of chaſtiſers of the body, as of moroſe, unſociabte, 
ſowr tempers: Bur for taking up the Croſs,-I mar- 
vel not that that Text feels not much the hammer 
of our Commenting : we are unwilling to preach what 
people are averſe to hear, perhaps our ſelves not well 
reſolved to practiſe, and truly ſome have got ſo 
much, 1 think, by wiſe avoiding of ſuffering , that 
I thould wonder ever to ſee them in the bleſſed liſt of 
Confeſlours, Alas , they are too tender Chriſtians to 
« endure (ſcratches with thorns, though Chriſt himſelf our 
: Head bleeded with them, and wore a Crown of them 
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in his Inauguration to his bitter paſſion,” | Indeed 'we 
cannot but. conclude that ſuch Sa in their hands 
are the greateſt ſufferers ; which they torture, make 
confeſs, and extort from them what the holy Ghoft 
never breathed upon , wiſe, politick Doctrines it may 
be, and fo having ſomething of the Serpent, but few 
feathers of the Dove in them. He that would ſave his 
” ſhall loſe it , ſaith our Saviour: It-is aſtoniſhmenc - 
then to hear them boldly aver, that Martyrs were too 
ealily won out of their lives and eſtates, too ſoon 
red with and loſt all; ro ſee them make fallies 
from ſuch rexts for ſelf preſervation, (which is in- 
deed moſt in their.eye, though Martyrdom may be 
in their tongue) to hear them put jn their cautions - 
and advices, left we ſhould unwiſely ſtrip our ſelves 
of the enjoyments of this life, and give our back 
to the plowers. Indeed left they themſelves ſhould 
not lay in proviſion to live in all times, in all chan- 
ges and variations ; leſt they ſhould be to ſeek how 
to clear Texts from difficulties, that may betray them 
ſome time or other ro poverty or want, leſt Pn * 
ſhould fail of Arguments to ſwallow once more all 
Oaths, or to demur upon alteration of religious wor- 
ſhip, nay without any aiceneſs to ſtep into other mens 
livelyhoods, proprieties and eſtates, 
- ' Thus thele Rovers at Sea, and pirates in the trade - 
of holy Scripture, exerciſe their violence and robbe- 
ries upon the ſacred Text, finking with their force 
leſſer veſſels, wavering., weak, unſtable Chriſtiags , 
which are a prey to them, and they eaſily boarded, 
and indeed ſeldom themſelves ſtrike ſail tro primitive and 
unerring verity, | 
I may ſoon tire you with 'the ſorting} out of fuch 
C do@rines, 
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| doctrines, 25 are expaſed to. ſale upom pretence that 


they: are. choice Balſams:,. Soverei eftoratives., dis 
ſtilled waters of the Spirit-,. c ſpikenard, pers 


fumes, rich embroideries, fine wooll of the holy. Lamb? 
fach names have they fixed to deſperate errours t 
have: vended ,.. varniſht, diſguiſed with. the Word it 
ſelf, clapt holy:Scripzure upon-them, to put them off 
- with, and-to drill the buyer. Such are Dodtines. that 
wrong: God, and injure. bim in his Attributes, his 
power, juſtice and mercy, ſuch as. withdraw us from 
the love of God:, our. hearts. and affetions from himy 
fuch-as / roo. much favour: profanation', abhowencies: of 
perſons: that-:ave not. of. our, 'adhevencies, . perjuries., 
uedge, ichin, diſobedience , irreverence , flight« 
ing. of Gods. holy; Service and Worſhip, Theſe can 
- never come out of that Mint, out. of that ſtore-houſe 
- of holy Writ: onely. fuch as exhort us. to w_ of 
jaſtice , ſhewing. mercy , walking humbly, to, ſtudy 
ro:be quiet, to .do- our: own: buſineſs, to. work our 
- our ſalvation with: fear and trembling ; to purge 
- us from worldly luſts\, that we may: be. veſle]s unto 
honour , mees for. the: Maſters. uſe, prepared unto. e- 
very. good work, "Theſe are Merchandizes, noe: thup 
up -1n tills: or boxes, not upoa high ſhelves that we 
need ſtretch our arms, wrench our. ſinews , our-invens 
tion. to reach- them ;.. but they lie: ſcattered , open, 
ſpread in. every comer , in: the. Joweſt:: desk-. of. holy 
Writ. | 522tfl | 
-Þ ſhall take.notice þus of ,one_thing . mate 'in this 
Text, Our: Apoſtle doth / not- conceals, bur. contefs 
the number: oft: theſe Corrupters and Deceivers,, Many 
that corrupt, 
 >And truly. the: workd 'is mach taken: with os: 
5 as, 
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bers, either ſeducers and deceivers, or the train thar 
they -draw'afker them, ' The Vulgar are mach plea- 
ſed with "this $autine(s, miſter and ſhew, and it is 
hard 'to eake their minds off from this pageantry if 
there be many of theſe deceivers, they take as jt were 
fatisfaction /ro be deluded, The Apoſtte doth indeed 
take notice of the ftrength of cher FaQion, and {0 
tay we too, without any blame in us; -but perhaps, 
if it makes any great - impreſſion in vs, we may t69 
much gratifie them in their vain glory: for they love 
to' be admired, yes, nd feired too upon all occa- 
flons for their Troops; none make more oftenration 
of the people, they boaſt every whete of their Ma- 
By which they produce, when either Reaſon or Ar- 
hrs fail chem: juſt-as che Devil in the Goſpel 
did ro Chrift, My fiameis Legs , for we are many. 
Yee Chriſt for all--that, and perhaps the rathet caſt 
them 6uc. I ddubt not, though it be a kinde of mics - 
face<to:the government , thus 'to ott-brave it with 
force) yet God will fill beat up both the Church atid 
Crown , and firensthen their hands to over-aw theft 
rat work trowy-#s- Deccivers 4 bur if their adherencies 
were {6 oteat- as their friends would mike us beteeve, 
they would quickly pull off their mask and diſgnife 
| and fcarce (v6 ramely ask and ſve for thar, which with 
more daring they could command, 
But'in the mean while, it $8 the 'great Joy of - 
4 Cfitiſtian to medicare and cafl to minde choſe 
retrarkable abatements and caſting down the conra- 
es and ſpirits of fuach Deceivers (though never fo 
nunerous) by very late exatnples, when all out- -- 
ward Force was theirs to make uſe of, And it can- 
. not | but be a great _— fo all humble —_ 
2 an 
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and. ſuch. as are ſenſible of our ſad frations, that they 
can ſcarce finde any. Fation that took content, and 
high complacency in multitudes z but God took 
ſome way or other in his good time to leflen and a- 
- bate their pride, either by the weak arm of a Su- 
preme Magiſtrate deſerted , or by their own diviſi- 
ons: theſe numbers, no good Chriſtian that hath a 
heart prepared to embrace what God ſhall allot them, 
( though it carries with it the face of never fo dire- 
full and angry a perſecution) can tremble at or fear. 
- Not that 1 contemn, or deſpiſe numbers, for I hope 
I ſhall always have. in great veneration, the Glorj- 
ous Company of the Apoſtles, the goodly. fellow- 
ſhip of the Prophets, the holy Army of Martyrs, 
and the Catholick Church throughout all the world, 
- But I was always of that opinion., when by Gods 
permiſſion any ſtrong combination of men are. kgie 
together in detriment to the- truth of the Eternal 
God, and caſting blots upon his Sacred Oyacles, in 
unworthily betraying the true and pious fenſe of ho- 
| Ry to ſerve wicked purpoſes and practices g 
that. neither their numbers, nor their cunning con- 
trivances can keep them long from the ſhame that 
muſt purſue ſuch Sacrilegious Cheats: but as their 
numbers muſt needs melt at the breath of Gods diſ- 
pleaſure , for ſo high an impietie z ſo their impure 
and ſtained cozenages. and impoſtures are fo eafily de- 
teted ( though wilfulneſs may ſhut the eyes of* the 
Vulgar) that their deſpicable troops , together with 
their ſcattered and routed falfities, will but the more 
at length dreſs out the triumph of pure and undefiled 
verity, 
- To conclude all, Our Apoſtle is in our eye, nd, 
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he well maintains his innocency , and denies any in- 
ſincerity in his Doftrine ; any deceit, cozenage or 
impoſturage in. his preaching z which if true, he 
could not loſe his reputatian in any thing ſooner : and I 
could wiſh ſome that- are ready thus to hazard theirs 
upon the account of errours wonld conſider: it, So + 
unworthy a thing it ſeems to our Apoſtle, to be e- 
teemed a Broacher: of Cotrupt Dodtrine',:aivender of 
paint and fucuſſes,. or indeed any: thing - that are 
mixtures and ſophiſticate, or that hath onely the ſha- 
dowings. of truth, the fallacies of Arguments, and 
the pretty k omance viRories of Errours to-elude with; 
far from that humour which is now ſo;common , to:de-: 
cline.the Churches No&rine -as too mean'a vaſlalage 
ro ſubmit to; which truths perhaps may ſerve: to {o 
low ends as to ſerve God with fear, reverence, pu- 
rity and holineſs, to the ſubduing of luſts, hating of 
ſin, to lead men intq the paths.of. righreouſne(s, and 
ſo to heaven bur; not. to, the triumphs and-glorious. 
credit -that vended errours may procure them in. this: 
world, ( which is the brave | # nn they drive on) 
and truly they might do much to that end , but that 
ordinarily ſuch falſhoods light. into mean Artiſts hands 
to dreſs, and into very dull ſouls to manage, 

I muſt needs ſay the time is come, that many - 
conſent not to wholſome words ,, nor can endure 
ſound dodtrine z but after their own luſts heap to them- 
ſelves teachers', having irching ears, and turn away 
from the truth, yet it we will indeed do right to - 
our ſacred Order, win credit and honour to our ho- 
ly Office, and to our Miniſtration in the Word if 
we would have Chriſtians our hope, our joy, onr 
crown. of rejoycing in the preſence of our Lord at 
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-- tis coming , we muſt mot be vain talkers and decei- 
Vers, : 0g lies in hypocrifie ;-and teaching things 
-tha ne: ought nor for flchy lucres ſokes we muſt 
1ew : incorruptnels , ty , fhncerity, found ſpeech 
that cannot be —_— s we muſt not defoe ro 
pleaſe men, but God who tryeth our hearts, And we 
cannot baye a more illuſtrious example then our A- 
poſtle S* Pax! , who walked: not in craſtine(s, but by 
naanifeſtation of the .trurh , commended himſelt to e- 
very mans conſcience in the ſight of God , in all 
things approved himſelf as the Miniſter. of God ; by 
unfeigned love, by the word of 'trath , that /he had 
. Corrupted no man , that Chriſtians were in his heart 
tolive and die with themy and his words toward them 
were ' not yea and nay, or as my Text - exprefleth 
him and Timothy, 


We are wot as many that corrupt the word of God, 


bus of fncority Y of - God , im the"! ſight of God, [pedk 
we ix Chriſt. ng 
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